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18th	LRF	Annual	Stockman	School:	Early	Bird

Registration
	

The	18th	Annual	LRF	Stockman	School	is	set	to	take
place	from	7–9	October	2026	at	the	beautiful	Aldam
Holiday	Resort	 in	the	Free	State.	This	year’s	theme,
“Unlocking	the	Beef	Value	Chain”,	promises	to	deliver
fresh	 insights	 into	 one	 of	 the	 most	 vital	 sectors	 of
livestock	 production.	 Attendees	 can	 take	 advantage
of	 the	 early	 bird	 ticket	 special	—	save	R500	on	 full
registration	tickets	if	purchased	before	31	July	2026.

Widely	 regarded	 as	 a	 highly	 anticipated	 event,	 the
Stockman	School	draws	both	 local	and	 international
speakers	 and	 participants,	 making	 it	 a	 hub	 of
knowledge-sharing	 and	 networking.	 Known	 for	 its
educational	 depth	 and	 practical	 focus,	 it	 equips
attendees	 with	 tools	 and	 strategies	 they	 can	 apply
directly	in	the	field.	If	you’re	passionate	about	the	beef
industry,	 this	 is	 an	 event	 you	 simply	 won’t	 want	 to
miss.

View	 the	 programme	 and	 access	 the
registration	 form	 off	 of	 our	 website	 or	 contact
Charmaine	Alberts	for	more	information:

Cell	Phone	Number:	+27	82	922	3747
Email	Address:	charmainealberts8@gmail.com

Stockman	School
Registration	Form

Stockman	School
Programme

English	Stud	Breeder	of	the	Year	Entry	Form

Afrikaans	Stud	Breeder	of	the	Year	Entry	Form

Register	on	IDTrax	Now!

Genetic	Improvement	Tipsheet

Genetic	Improvement	Video

Santam	LRF	Southern	African	Stud	Producer	of	the	Year	2026	Competition

Entries	are	NOW	OPEN	for	the	2026	Southern	African	Stud	Producer	of	the	Year
competition!	The	LRF,	in	collaboration	with	Santam,	invites	all	cattle	stud	breeders
—	irrespective	of	breed	—	to	enter	this	prestigious	award.

The	winner	will	receive:
•	R25	000	in	cash.
•	A	free	ticket	to	attend	the	19th	LRF	Stockman	School	in	2027.

The	runner-up	will	receive:
•	R10	000	in	cash.

Entries	close	on	the	17th	of	July	2026.	The	winner	will	be	announced	at	this	year’s
LRF	Stockman	School,	occuring	from	the	7th	to	the	9th	of	October	2026!

To	enter,	complete	and	submit	the	entry	form	(which	are	available	in	English	and
Afrikaans	on	the	website)	by	the	17th	of	July	2026	to:
Prof	Frikkie	Neser
�	neserfw@ufs.ac.za
	+27	(0)	51	401	2211

Don’t	 miss	 this	 opportunity	 to	 showcase	 your	 breeding	 excellence	 and	 be
recognised	among	Southern	Africa’s	top	stud	producers!

	

Big	News	for	BreedLOGIC	
We	are	pleased	to	announce	the	roll-out	of	BREEDLOGIC	in	the	coming	months!
From	 late	 April	 2026,	 ABRI	 will	 commence	 the	 phased	 rollout	 of	 the	 new
BreedLOGIC	Database	Search.	Rollout	will	occur	by	region,	with	the	ABRI	team
reaching	out	directly	to	clients	over	the	coming	months	to	confirm	timing	and	next
steps.

BreedLOGIC	Database	Search	is	designed	to	become	the	primary	public	search
interface,	while	continuing	to	integrate	seamlessly	with	ILR2.	This	gives	members
a	modern	search	experience	without	disrupting	existing	registry	workflows.

Key	benefits	for	members:
Faster,	more	intuitive	searching	across	animal	and	member	records.
A	clean,	modern	interface	that	works	seamlessly	on	desktop,	tablet	and	mobile.
Readonly	access	by	design,	keeping	data	safe	while	improving	usability.
Immediate	access	to	BreedLOGIC’s	modern	experience,	without	changing	how
you	work.

BreedLOGIC	Database	Search	will	run	alongside	your	current	systems,	which	will
remain	 fully	 operational.	 The	 rollout	 is	 at	 no	additional	 cost,	 and	 if	 your	 society
would	prefer	to	adjust	timing	once	contacted,	ABRI	will	be	happy	to	work	with	you.
	
This	 approach	 is	 about	 delivering	 benefits	 earlier,	 while	 ensuring	 a	 gradual,
wellsupported	transition	to	the	full	BreedLOGIC	Registry	platform	over	time.	We
look	forward	to	the	roll-out	commencing	soon!

	

IDTrax
The	IDTrax	platform	is	currently	the	preferred	system	for	ordering	and	managing
vaccines,	as	it	provides	full	traceability	and	ensures	that	all	required	vaccination
processes	are	properly	recorded.	The	LRF	encourages	all	members	to	register
on	 IDTrax,	 particularly	 breeders	 who	 host	 auctions	 or	 send	 animals	 to	 central
testing	 stations,	 as	 these	 breeders	 will	 be	 prioritised	 for	 vaccine	 access	 and
allocation.	 Registration	 is	 simple,	 easy	 and	 free,	 and	 it	 enables	 breeders	 to
manage	vaccine	orders,	 track	animal	movements	and	maintain	accurate	health
records	in	line	with	industry	requirements.

To	 get	 started,	 breeders	 first	 need	 to	 obtain	 a	 GLN	 (Geo-Location	 Number),
register	 on	 IDTrax,	 nominate	 their	 veterinarian	 and	 place	 their	 vaccine	 orders.
Once	 the	 vaccines	 have	 been	 collected,	 the	 batch	 serial	 numbers	 must	 be
scanned	 and	 recorded	 on	 the	 system	 before	 the	 information	 is	 submitted.
Thereafter,	 animal	 movements	 can	 be	 monitored	 during	 the	 required	 28-day
observation	period,	with	cattle	movements	recorded	from	GLN	to	GLN	using	the
necessary	permits.
	
Registration	on	IDTrax	is	essential,	as	stud	breeders	will	only	be	able	to	access
vaccines	if	they	are	registered	on	the	platform.	For	more	information	or	assistance
with	registration,	members	are	encouraged	to	contact	the	LRF	office.

Monthly	Tipsheet	and	Video	Series:	May	Focus	–	Interpreting	EBVs
We	are	 excited	 to	 announce	 the	 next	monthly	 tipsheet	 and	 video	 for	 our	 2026
series.	Each	month,	a	one-page	tipsheet	and	video	will	be	released	covering	all
the	 information	you	need	 to	know!	For	April,	our	 focus	was	on	A	BREEDPLAN
guide	to	Genetic	Improvement.

Access	April’s	one-page	tipsheet	and	2-minute	video	below	to	stay	informed	and
up-to-date.

What	are	EBVs?
BREEDPLAN	 Estimated	 Breeding	 Values	 (EBVs)	 provide	 estimates	 of	 the
genetic	merit	of	an	animal	for	a	range	of	economically	important	traits.
EBVs	are	expressed	as	the	difference	between	an	individual	animal’s	genetics
and	 the	 genetic	 base	 (historic	 genetic	 level	 of	 the	 population)	 to	 which	 the
animal	is	compared.
Each	EBV	is	reported	in	the	units	in	which	the	measurements	are	taken.
On	average,	half	of	 this	difference	will	be	passed	on	 to	 the	animal’s	progeny
(the	other	half	will	come	from	the	other	parent).
EBVs	can	only	be	directly	compared,	 if	calculated	 in	the	same	BREEDPLAN
run.
Thus,	EBVs	cannot	be	compared	across	breeds	or	countries,	except	wherean
across	country	evaluation	is	done.	

How	to	Interpret	BREEDPLSN	EBVs?
When	considering	BREEDPLAN	EBVs,	beef	producers	may:
1.	 Compare	to	the	level	of	genetic	merit	within	the	current	population.
2.	 Compare	expected	difference	in	progeny	performance	Consider.
	
Compare	to	the	level	of	genetic	merit	within	the	current	population
Comparing	against	the	current	levels	of	genetic	merit:
Allows	 producers	 to	 understand	 where	 an	 animal	 ranks	 within	 the	 evaluated
population.
Comparing	each	EBV	against	the	breed	average:
This	 allows	 you	 to	 quickly	 identify	 whether	 the	 animal	 is	 below	 or	 above	 the
average	genetic	level	for	each	trait.
Consider	 an	 animal	with	 a	 400	Day	Weight	EBV	of	 +52kg	where	 the	 breed
average	 is	+35kg:	This	 indicates	 that	 the	animal	 is	17	kg	 (52-35)	genetically
heavier	 at	 400	 days	 compared	with	 the	 average	 genetic	 level	 of	 the	 current
population.
Comparing	each	EBV	against	the	percentile	bands:
This	 allows	 for	 the	 identification	 of	 exactly	 where	 an	 animal	 ranks	 within	 the
current	genetic	level	of	the	population	for	each	trait.
For	example	in	the	table	below,	an	EBV	of	+52kg	for	400	Day	Weight	is	in	the
top	5%	of	the	current	genetic	level	of	the	population.

	
Compare	expected	difference	in	progeny	performance:
Compare	two	bulls	in	terms	of	400-Day	Weight	assuming	that	both	are	used	over
dams	 of	 similar	 genetic	merit	 and	 breed	 and	 that	 their	 progeny	 are	managed
under	similar	environmental	conditions:
Bull	A	has	a	400	Day	Weight	EBV	of	+52kg.
Bull	B	has	a	400	Day	Weight	EBV	of	+32kg.
Comparing	these	animals	gives	a	difference	in	the	400	Day	Weight	EBV	of	20
kg:
Expected	difference	between	Bull	A	and	Bull	B	=	(+52kg)	–	(+32kg)	=	+20kg.
On	average,	half	of	the	EBV	difference	will	be	passed	on	to	the	progeny	of	each
sire	(with	the	other	half	coming	from	the	dam).
Half	of	the	difference	is	passed	onto	the	progeny	=	+20kg/2	=	+10kg.
Expect	the	progeny	of	Bull	A	to	be,	on	average,	10kg	heavier	than	the	progeny
of	Bull	B	at	400	days	of	age.

Using	BREEDPLAN	Information	in	Selection:
EBVs	do	not	 provide	 information	 for	 all	 of	 the	 traits	 that	 should	 be	 considered
during	the	selection	of	functional	cattle.
Therefore,	when	making	selection	decisions,	producers	are	encouraged	to	always
consider	BREEDPLAN	information,	particularaly	selection	indexes,	in	conjunction
with	other	traits	of	importance.
These	 include	 pedigrees,	 DNA	 test	 results,	 bull	 fertility	 results	 and	 visual
assessment	for	structural	soundness	and	temperament.
	

Access	May’s	one-page	tipsheets	and	2-minute	video	below	to	stay	informed	and
up-to-date.

Interpreting	EBVs
Tipsheet

Interpreting	EBVs	Video

May	Online	Course	Recording

RSVP	June	Course

More	on	HerdMASTER	6

LRF	Online	Courses
May’s	Online	Course:
On	 the	 19th	 of	May	 2026,	 the	 LRF	 hosted	 its	 fifth	 free	 online	 course	 of	 2026,
delving	 into	 the	 topic:	Genomics:	What	am	 I	missing	out	on?,	 presented	by
Catriona	Millen	from	ABRI.	This	course	delved	into	what	genomics	is,	what	Single-
Step	 BREEDPLAN	 is,	 the	 benefits	 of	 Single-Step	 BREEDPLAN	 and
considerations	for	beef	breeders	in	the	genomics	era.

In	case	you	missed	 the	 live	session,	catch	up	with	 the	course	 recording	on	our
YouTube	Channel	

Next	Free	Online	Course:	23	June	2026
Make	sure	you	don’t	miss	out	on	our	next	 free	online	course	on	Selecting	 for
maternal	performance.	Presented	by
Date:	23	June	2026
Time:
Presenter(s):
RSVP:	Please	fill	out	the	Google	form:

HerdMASTER/BREEDPLAN	NEWS
HerdMASTER

Big	news	for	HerdMASTER	users!
Introducing	HerdMASTER	6	—	the	next	evolution	 in	herd	recording,	 rebuilt	 from
the	 ground	 up	 on	 ABRI’s	 powerful	 BreedLOGIC	 platform	 to	 give	 you	 a	 faster,
smarter,	 and	more	connected	experience.	HerdMASTER	6	 runs	on	 the	 internet
and	allows	you	to	access	your	herd	records	anytime,	anywhere	—	whether	you’re
in	 the	office	or	on	the	farm.	Enjoy	a	real-time	dashboard	with	 live	herd	 insights,
smarter	worksheets	tailored	to	how	you	work,	and	seamless	management	across
multiple	 breeds	with	 just	 one	 login.	 Your	 existing	HerdMASTER	 license	 carries
across	to	HerdMASTER	6	at	no	additional	cost	and	your	full	herd	history	moves
with	you.	

Importantly,	HerdMASTER	6	will	also	support	offline	access	for	users	in	areas	with
poor	or	unreliable	internet	connectivity,	allowing	you	to	continue	working	with	your
herd	data	in	the	field	and	sync	updates	when	you’re	back	online.
	
HerdMASTER	6	begins	rolling	out	 from	Q4	2026,	and	clients	who	register	 their
interest	now	will	get	early	access	and	updates	as	their	region	comes	online.	Get
ready	for	a	modern	herd	management	experience	built	for	the	future.
	
For	 more	 information,	 click	 on	 the	 below	 link	 or	 contact	 our	 HerdMASTER
Support,	Jeanine	Labuschagne
+27	81	844	4853	
Jeanine@lrf.co.za

https://www.lrf.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/LRF-Stockman-School-Veeskool-2026-Registration-Form.pdf
https://www.lrf.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/LRF-Veeskool-Program-2026.pdf
https://www.lrf.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Santam_LRF-Stud-producer-of-the-year-competition-2026_entry-form.pdf
https://afr.lrf.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Santam_LRF-Stoetteler-van-die-jaar-kompetisie-2026_inskrywingsvorm-1.pdf
https://idtrax.co.za/home.php
https://www.lrf.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/BREEDPLAN-guide-to-Genetic-Improvement-Final.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbVRKCs0Gl8&list=PLmRRD46YbZww-bQnFBgTXMLoUYEqeIN0L&index=2
https://www.lrf.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Interpreting-EBVs-new.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vcsSaBMB6uk&list=PLmRRD46YbZww-bQnFBgTXMLoUYEqeIN0L
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I4SjF3W5Iq8&list=PLmRRD46YbZwwbQXvQNs3y92m9N4SDvLGs
https://forms.gle/UM6YmEKCDxpHwPuVA
https://www.lrf.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/HerdMASTER_6_Update_Pack.pdf

