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We are excited to announce the next monthly tipsheet
and video for our 2026 series. Each month, a one-
page tipsheet and video will be released covering all
the information you need to know! For February, our
focus was on The Completeness of Performance
Herd Rating System. HERDMASTER &

BREEDPLAN
For March, our focus is on Estimated Breeding NEWS

Values (EBV’s)
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e It is just an estimate, an animal's true breeding
value for a trait will never be known.

e As more information becomes available, the
accuracy of the EBV increases and the more likely
it is to be a prediction of the animal’s true breeding
value.

e Furthermore, the higher the EBV accuracy, the lower the likelihood that the EBV
will change as more information is analysed for that animal, its progeny or its
relatives.

e EBVs are expressed as the difference between an individual animal’s genetics
and the genetic base to which the animal is compared.

e EBVs are reported in the units in which the measurements are taken.

¢ [t should be noted that the optimal level of each EBV will depend on the specific
breeding objective and correlations between traits should be kept in mind.

e EBVs are breed and run specific, thus EBVs cannot be compared across
breeds and only EBVs generated within a specific month's BREEDPLAN run
can be compared.

e Across country comparisons in the same breed is only possible with a combine
genetic evaluation.

Which traits does BREEDPLAN produce EBVs for?

e It should be noted that EBVs will only be available for a breed if sufficient
performance data has been recorded for that trait.

e The full range of EBVs calculated by BREEDPLAN may not be available for
each breed society.
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What Information is Used in BREEDPLAN Analyses to Derive EBVs for
Individual Animals?

e Pedigree performance data

e Own performance data

e Progeny performance data

e Genomic information (if breed has a Single-Step BREEDPLAN run)

Where to Find EBVs Produced from BREEDPLAN Analyses?

e EBVs for individual animals are available on the EBV Enquiry facility on Internet
Solutions/ILROnline, accessed via the LRF (or society) website.

e EBVs are also available on a herd's BREEDPLAN report accessed via Internet
Solutions, Download files section.

How often are EBVs updated?

e For most breeds the BREEDPLAN analyses are done monthly, incorporating
any new information added to the society's database during that month.

e Please make sure the society's deadline for data submission are met each
month, especially if you have an upcoming sale.

Access March’'s one-page tipsheets and 2-minute video below to stay informed

and up-to-date.

LRF Beef Genetics Workshop

On Tuesday, 3 March 2026, Dr Michael Aldridge from AGBU Australia led an LRF
Beef Genetics Workshop on the theme “The future of collaboration for profitable
and sustainable quality beef production.”

The workshop drew a diverse audience, with representation from stud breeders,
commercial farmers, universities, and government research institutes. Dr Aldridge
guided participants through key focus areas, including strategies to address the
split in the beef value chain (cow-calf vs. feedlot), methods for selecting the “best”
animal to meet value chain requirements, and identifying traits of the profitable
cow beyond traditional measures like days to calving and mature weight. He also
explored the latest technologies under review for the commercial industry,
innovations on the horizon, and what the future may hold for the supply of beef
genetics.

We extend our sincere thanks to Dr Michael Aldridge for presenting such an
informative and interactive session, and to all those who attended and contributed
to the discussions. Your engagement and insights made the workshop a valuable
and collaborative experience.

Climate Smart Beef Production Workshop

The Climate-Smart Beef Production Workshop, held from the 4th to 5th of March
at Future Africa, formed the foundation of the Livestock Genomics Project Phase
3 and set the stage for future innovation in sustainable beef production. This
landmark event brought together international and local speakers, with members
from across the country attending to share knowledge, exchange ideas, and
strengthen collaborations.

Over two days, the workshop was filled with lively discussions, groundbreaking
ideas, and plenty of learning. We explored the latest research on livestock
greenhouse gas emissions, genomics, and sustainable beef production, while
also tackling the financial and policy frameworks needed to support climate-smart
agriculture. The sessions and breakaway groups gave everyone a chance to
debate strategies and build stronger partnerships across industry, academia, and
government.

We walked away not only with new insights but also with a renewed sense of
purpose. The workshop highlighted the importance of inclusivity, ensuring that
smallholder and emerging farmers are part of the transformation toward a more
sustainable beef industry. From the Qinisa Project to the Global Methane Genetics
Initiative, the conversations showed that Southern Africa is ready to lead in
climate-smart beef production.

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to our sponsors—TIA, Unistel, Vytelle,
Separations, llumina, Studbook, and the LRF—for their generous support in
making this workshop possible. Finally, thank you to every participant, speaker,
and partner who joined us. Your contributions, energy, and commitment made this
gathering both fun and impactful, and we look forward to continuing this journey
together.

LRF Online Courses

March’s Online Course:

On the 171" of March 2026, the LRF hosted its third free online course of 2026,
delving into the topic: BREEDPLAN EBVs: What to know? Presented by Dr
Fiona Macarthur from ABRI this course covered how BRREDPLAN is applied for
genetic improvement, BREEDPLAN EBV's, performance recording, comparing
animals and interpreting EBV's.

In case you missed the live session, catch up with the course recording on our
YouTube Channel

March Online Course Recording

Next Free Online Course: 14 April 2026

Make sure you don't miss out on our next free online course on Setting up
breeding goals

Date: 14 April 2026

Time: 10h00 — 11h00

Presenter(s): Dr Boyd Gudex from ABRI

RSVP: Please fill out the Google form:

RSVP April Course

Animal Breeding and Genomics Course

The LREF, in collaboration with UFS, is excited to announce the highly anticipated
Animal Breeding and Genomics course, held at University of the Free State,
Bloemfontein. This course will take place from the 21-22 April 2026. The LRF is
inviting all breeders to attend an in-depth course on Animal Breeding and
Genomics, designed specifically for cattle breeders who are committed to
improving herd performance, productivity, and genetic quality.

This comprehensive course will cover:

. Fundamental and advanced principles of animal breeding

. Understanding genomics

. Understanding EBVs and BREEDPLAN reports

. Data-driven decision-making tools for herd improvement

«  Emerging technologies shaping the future of livestock breeding

Whether you are an experienced breeder or looking to enhance your knowledge,
this course offers valuable insights to help you stay competitive in a rapidly

evolving industry.

Limited spaces available, cost per person is R2 400.00. Entries close 15 April
2026.

RSVP by filling out the registration form:

Registration Form
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AND GENOMICS COURSE

21 - 22 April 2026

Presented by the Livestock Registering Federation in
collaboration with the University of the Free State

Held in BLOEMFONTEIN
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Cost: R2 400 per person
Entries close: 16 April 2026

Registration form and program
available on the LRF website

(www.Irf.co.za/courses) or from
the LRF office
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HerdMASTER
HerdMASTER survey

Please fill in this important, short HerdMASTER Survey

Your input will influence improvements to HerdMASTER — including how useful
and easy it is to use, as well as how well it works with other ABRI services.
This is your opportunity to make sure it better meets your needs.

The survey takes just 5 minutes and your feedback really matters.

Please complete the survey here:

HerdMASTER Survey
BREEDPLAN:

Release of a Single-Step BREEDPLAN Analysis for the Simmentaler Breed
Across Southern Africa

Simmentaler breeders across Southern Africa now have access to BREEDPLAN
EBVs that include genomic (DNA) information with the release of the February
2026 Simmentaler Single-Step BREEDPLAN analysis. This marks a major leap
forward for Simmentaler BREEDPLAN and has been made possible through
many years of dedicated performance recording and DNA testing by breeders in
Southern Africa, and development by the Agricultural Business Research Institute
(ABRI) in Australia.

Advantages for Simmentaler Breeders:

e Higher EBV accuracies at a younger age
When young animals are genotyped early in life, they can achieve higher EBV
accuracies sooner -particularly for traits that are expressed later in life, such as
fertility and carcase traits. This allows breeders to make more confident
selection decisions earlier.

e Improved accuracy for small herds
Breeders with smaller herds are often limited by small contemporary group
sizes, even when good pedigree and performance data are available.
Genotyping allows these animals to gain additional accuracy through their
genetic relationships with the wider genotyped population.


https://www.lrf.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/final.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EGSkm86fKT0&list=PLmRRD46YbZww-bQnFBgTXMLoUYEqeIN0L
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2KCV1VuCPw&list=PLmRRD46YbZwwbQXvQNs3y92m9N4SDvLGs
https://forms.gle/gzxiXCjhwZcaQNRF6
https://www.lrf.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/REGISTRATION-FORM-Animal-Breeding-and-Genomic-Course-2026.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/K69JWCK

