
LRF	NEWS
LRF	Office	Closure	Notice

The	LRF	Office	will	be	closed	for	 the	festive	season
from	Friday,	12	December	2025	and	will	 reopen	on
Monday,	5	January	2026.

For	 any	 urgent	 HerdMASTER	 queries	 during	 this
period,	 please	 contact	 Jeanine	 Labuschagne	 at
jeanine@lrf.co.za.	Kindly	note	 that	 responses	will	be
subject	to	availability	while	the	office	is	closed.

We	 appreciate	 your	 understanding	 and	 wish	 you	 a
joyful	holiday	season!

Monthly	Tipsheet	and	Video	Series:	December
Focus	–	Scrotal	Circumference

Each	 month,	 the	 LRF	 focuses	 on	 a	 key	 trait,
explaining	 why	 recording	 matters,	 how	 to	 record
accurately,	 and	 how	 to	 submit	 your	 records	 to	 your
breed	 society.	 It's	 all	 the	 information	 you	 need,
presented	in	an	easy-to-follow	one-page	tipsheet	and
a	concise	video!

November’s	spotlight	was	on	400-Day	Weight.	If	you
missed	 it,	 don’t	 worry—catch	 up	 now!	 Access	 the
one-page	tipsheet	and	2-minute	video	below	to	stay
informed	and	up-to-date.

400-Day	Weight	Tipsheet 400-Day	Weight	Video

	

For	December,	our	focus	is	on	Scrotal	Circumference
What	is	Scrotal	Circumference?
The	circumference	of	the	widest	point	of	the	testes	when	pulled	down	firmly	into
the	lower	part	of	the	scrotum.
Measured	in	centimetres	(cm),	rounded	to	one	decimal	place.

	
Why	record	Scrotal	Circumference?
The	scrotal	circumference	of	a	bull	provides	an	indication	of	his	genetic	merit	for
several	important	fertility	traits.
Increased	scrotal	circumferences	are	associated	with	earlier	age	at	puberty,
increased	semen	production	and	improved	semen	quality.
There	is	also	evidence	that	increased	scrotal	circumferences	are	associated
with	improved	female	fertility	and	earlier	age	at	puberty	in	bull’s	daughters.
Recording	Scrotal	Circumference	enables	BREEDPLAN	to	calculate	Scrotal
circumference	EBVs

	
When	to	record	Scrotal	Circumference?
Scrotal	circumference	EBVs	are	calculated	from	scrotal	circumference
measurements	taken	on	bulls	between	300	and	700	days	of	age.
It	is	recommended	that	you	measure	scrotal	circumference	when	the	bulls	are
reaching	puberty,	which	will	vary	according	to	seasonal	conditions	and	the
maturity	pattern	of	your	cattle.
In	most	cases,	scrotal	circumferences	are	recorded	when	bulls	are	being
weighed	at	400	days.

	
How	many	Scrotal	Circumference	measurements	does	BREEDPLAN	use?
BREEDPLAN	only	analyses	the	first	measurement	for	each	bull.

	
Scrotal	Circumference	EBV
Scrotal	circumference	EBVs	are	estimates	of	the	genetic	differences	between
animals	in	scrotal	circumference	at	400	days	of	age.

	
Interpreting	Scrotal	Circumference	EBVs
Larger,	more	positive,	Scrotal	circumference	EBVs	are	generally	more
favourable,
For	example:	A	bull	with	a	Scrotal	circumference	EBV	of	+4	cm	would	be
expected	to	produce	sons	with	larger	testicles	at	yearling	age	and	daughters
that	reach	puberty	earlier	than	the	progeny	of	a	bull	with	a	Scrotal	circumference
EBV	of	-1	cm.

	
Access	the	one-page	tipsheets	and	2-minute	videos	below	to	stay	informed	and
up-to-date.

Scrotal	Circumference
Tipsheet

Scrotal	Circumference
Video

Setting	up	HerdMASTER	5

Basic	Transfer	Options

Select	Animals	to	Move

Tipsheets	on	Using	RMIS	in	HM5

HM	Training	ZOOM	Meeting	Link

HerdMASTER/BREEDPLAN	NEWS
HerdMASTER:
RMIS	in	HerdMASTER	5
The	RMIS	functionality	in	HerdMASTER	5	is	live.
Update	to	the	latest	version	of	HerdMASTER	5	–	version	5.0.0.11.0.
	
Tutorials	on	how	to	use	the	RMIS	functions	on	YouTube:
1.	 Setting	up	HerdMASTER	5

2.	Using	the	RMIS	Basic	Transfer	Options

3.	Using	the	RMIS	Select	Animals	to	Move	Option

4.	Tipsheets	on	using	RMIS	in	HerdMASTER	5,	follow	the	below	link	and	search
for	RMIS

Please	 note	 there	will	 be	 a	 Zoom	 training	 on	 using	RMIS	 in	HerdMASTER	on
Wednesday	17	December	at	18:00.
Topic:	Using	RMIS	in	HerdMASTER
Time:	Dec	17,	2025	06:00	PM	Harare,	Pretoria
Join	Zoom	Meeting

BREEDPLAN:
Update	in	ABRI	Leadership
The	Agricultural	Research	Institute	(ABRI)	has	announced	the	appointment	of	Dr
David	Christie	as	Managing	Director	of	ABRI,	commencing	early	2026.
	
David	 brings	 more	 than	 30	 years	 of	 leadership	 experience	 across	 research,
technology	 and	 commercial	 sectors.	 His	 capability	 in	 data-driven	 business
models,	 organisational	 performance	 and	 strategic	 growth	 aligns	 strongly	 with
ABRI’s	priorities	as	they	progress	the	next	phase	of	their	2025–2030	strategy.	
	
In	 making	 the	 announcement,	 ABRI	 Board	 Chair	 Angela	 Schuster	 noted	 that
David	brings	the	 leadership	capability	needed	for	ABRI’s	next	phase	of	growth.
She	highlighted	his	experience	 in	guiding	complex	organisations,	strengthening
service	delivery	and	shaping	data-driven	strategies	will	support	ABRI’s	continued
forward	momentum	and	the	value	delivered	to	customers	and	industry	partners.

	

https://www.lrf.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2.-400-Day-Weight.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WzbGx1HOzes&list=PLmRRD46YbZwwRx9P6zwHfw8tuADiJTKcq
https://www.lrf.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/6.-Scrotal-Circumference.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_qcbMjEsx8k&list=PLmRRD46YbZwwRx9P6zwHfw8tuADiJTKcq
https://youtu.be/gg8LYz5WyZA
https://youtu.be/JDOptU_LYIg
https://youtu.be/_yRwGJ0QsBs
https://abri-support.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/HSUP/pages/2300084225/Tip+Sheets
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4474454728?omn=89451704506

