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LRF/BREEDPLAN	NEWS

LRF:	A	look	back	at	2021

At	the	end	of	each	year,	we	look	back	and	see	what	we	have	achieved	for	that	year.	If	we	look
at	what	the	LRF	and	its	breeds	have	achieved	this	year,	there	are	several	things	that	come	to
mind.	We	would	like	to	highlight	a	few.	Thank	you	very	much	for	your	support	throughout	2021,
we	look	forward	to	working	with	you	all	in	2022.

LRF-TS	bi-annual	newsletter

For	 the	first	 time	this	year,	 the	LRF	compiled	a	bi-annual	newsletter,	with	some	article	 inputs
from	SBTS/TBTS	in	Australia.	
The	first	edition	of	this	LRF-TS	newsletter	was	distributed	in	July	2021.	The	second	edition	will
be	distributed	in	December	2021.
The	LRF	 is	 very	 proud	of	 this	 newsletter	 and	would	 like	 to	 thank	everyone	 involved	 for	 their
inputs,	especially	Mrs	Anne	Cook	(Vice-chairman	of	Zimbabwe	Herd	Book)	as	 the	editor.	We
look	forward	to	the	next	one.

Implementation	of	ILROnline

One	 of	 ABRI’s	 newest	 developments	 is	 the	 ILROnline	 software	 program,	 which	 allows
breeders	 to	 have	 direct	 access	 to	 their	 animals	 and	 performance	 data,	 as	 recorded	 on	 the
society	database.	
Breeders	will	also	have	the	opportunity	to	register	their	own	animals,	submit	performance	data,
transfer	and	dispose	of	animals,	etc.	directly	on	 the	society	database	with	all	 the	necessary
data	checks	 in	place.	 In	addition,	breeds	will	have	access	 to	all	previously	 recorded	data	on
animals,	which	will	allow	breeders	to	immediately	see	where	their	data	recording	is	lacking.	
As	data	recording	is	the	responsibility	of	the	breeder,	breeders	now	have	an	extra	tool	to	ease
data	 recording	 and	 to	 ensure	 that	 all	 data	 is	 recorded	 correct	 and	 complete	 on	 the	 society
database.
ILROnline	 has	 been	 implemented	 for	 most	 of	 the	 South	 African	 societies.	 Some	 of	 the
societies	have	started	with	 the	 rollout	proses	 to	 their	members.	For	more	 information,	please
contact	your	breed	society.

LRF	RTU	scanning	services

The	LRF	bought	 its	own	RTU	scanning	machine	in	April	 this	year	and	trained	some	operators
in	May.	Thereafter	one	of	the	operators	has	scanned	a	few	herds’	cattle.	We	also	made	some
history	with	the	first	animals	scanned	in	Zimbabwe	in	August	this	year.	
High	 correlations	 exist	 between	 the	 carcass	 traits	 scanned	 on	 live	 animals	 and	 those	 traits
measured	on	physical	carcasses.	 It	 is	 therefor	a	very	handy	 tool	 too	accumulate	phenotypic
data	 on	 carcass	 traits	 for	 all	 your	 live	 animals	 in	 your	 herd,	 which	 can	 be	 included	 in	 the
carcass	traits	EBV	calculations,	available	for	most	of	our	breeds.	
The	 LRF	 would	 like	 to	 expand	 these	 services	 in	 2022,	 and	 scan	 more	 animals,	 especially
during	the	March	to	June	period,	when	cattle	are	in	a	good	condition.
If	you	want	to	make	use	of	these	services	next	year,	please	see	the	information	below.

DNA	society	pipelines

The	 LRF	 facilitated	 the	 implementation	 of	 DNA	 modules	 for	 the	 societies	 which	 allows	 the
societies	to	handle	laboratory	requests	from	breeders	through	the	society,	which	is	then	send
to	 the	 different	 laboratories.	 This	 allows	 the	 society	 to	 supply	 an	 additional	 DNA	 testing
service	to	its	members	and	allow	societies	to	store	SNP	results	on	the	society	database.	
With	 the	 implementation	 of	 the	 society	 DNA	 pipelines,	 the	 LRF	 societies	 were	 able	 to
negotiate	with	 the	 laboratories	 for	bulk	discounts.	For	more	 information	on	 these	SNP	testing
offers,	please	contact	your	society	office.

NFI	EBVs	for	Brahman	&	Simmentaler

Feed	 efficiency	 is	 becoming	 increasingly	 important	 to	 beef	 cattle	 breeders,	 as	 feed	 costs
remain	the	number	one	expense	for	beef	production.	To	remain	competitive	with	other	protein
sources,	beef	producers	will	have	 to	address	 the	 issue	of	 feed	efficiency.	Over	 the	past	 few
years,	more	and	more	breeders	have	sent	bulls	for	testing	at	Net	Feed	Intake	testing	stations
across	South	Africa	and	to	the	testing	station	in	Namibia,	GenTecSol.	
This	data	along	with	some	historic	phase	C	testing	data	allowed	BREEDPLAN	to	calculate	NFI
EBVs	 for	 both	 the	 Brahman	 and	 Simmentaler	 breeds	 in	 Southern	 Africa.	 This	 was	 a	 big
milestone	reached,	as	these	are	the	only	two	breeds	in	Southern	Africa	that	currently	have	NFI
EBVs.	 To	 increase	 the	 accuracies	 of	 these	 EBVs,	 breeders	 should	 continue	 testing	 their
animals.	More	 data	 is	 still	 needed	 for	 the	 other	 breeds	 to	 turn	 on	 their	 NFI	 EBVs.	 The	 LRF
encourages	breeders	to	send	their	animals	for	testing	at	these	various	NFI	testing	stations.

Breed	specific	modular	courses

The	 Covid-19	 pandemic	 has	 forced	 the	 LRF	 to	 change	 the	 way	 we	 do	 training	 courses.	 In
2020,	 the	LRF	held	various	online	courses	via	Zoom	with	great	attendance.	 In	2021,	 the	LRF
was	approached	by	some	of	the	societies	to	have	more	breed	specific	online	modular	courses.
At	 the	beginning	of	 the	 year,	 a	 plan	was	 set	 out	 to	 have	different	 courses	on	 various	 topics
throughout	the	year.	These	courses	were	very	well	received	by	breeders,	and	we	look	forward
to	 having	more	 of	 these	 courses	 in	 2022.	 Breed	 societies	 are	 welcome	 to	 contact	 the	 LRF
office	 if	 they	want	 to	 have	 similar	 courses	 for	 their	 breeders	 next	 year.	Recordings	 of	 these
modular	 courses	 can	 be	 accessed	 via	 the	 LRF	 YouTube
channel:	https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC90xjIpVcsU_Az34_NBMaNg

Information	days	in	Namibia	and	Zimbabwe

As	 the	Covid-19	 restrictions	were	 lowered,	 the	 LRF	 staff	 were	 able	 to	 travel	more.	 It	 was	 a
great	pleasure	 for	Mrs	 Izaan	du	Plooy	 to	attend	an	 information	day	on	 the	19th	of	October	 in
Windhoek,	Namibia.	This	day	was	organized	by	 the	Namibian	Brahman	Association	and	was
open	 to	 breeders	 from	 all	 societies	 to	 attended.	 The	 day	 was	 very	 well	 attended,	 both
physically	and	virtually.
Mrs	 du	Plooy	 and	Mr	Mecki	Schneider	 (Chairman	 of	 the	 LRF)	 also	 had	 the	 privilege	 to	 visit
Zimbabwe	where	 they	were	 involved	 in	 two	BREEDPLAN	 information	days,	one	 in	Bulawayo
and	the	other	 in	Harare.	We	also	had	the	pleasure	to	visit	 three	cattle	 farms.	Thank	you	very
much	 to	 all	 the	breeders	and	other	 people	 involved	which	made	 this	 a	 very	pleasant	 visit	 to
Zimbabwe.	See	you	again	soon.

LRF	RTU	Scanning	Services

BOOK	NOW!

The	LRF	RTU	scannings	services	will	resume	in	2022.

Costs:	Per	animal	(Excluding	VAT)
													•	R100	(10	animals)
													•	R80	(11	–	50	animals)
													•	R70	(51	–	100	animals)
													•	R60	(>	100	animals)
													
													R5.50	per	km	(Excluding	VAT)	+	accommodation	(if	it	cannot	be	provided)

Animals	that	can	be	scanned:	Bulls	&	Heifers	between	the	ages	of	300	-	800	days	(within
contemporary	groups).

Please	contact	your	breed	society,	if	you	are	interested	in	making	use	of	the	LRF's	scanning
services	in	2022.	Reservations	must	be	made	in	writing,	at	your	breed	society,	by	15	February
2022.

LRF	skanderingsdienste

BESPREEK	NOU!

Die	LRF	Ultrasoniese	skanderings	sal	weer	in	2022	hervat	word.

Kostes:	Per	dier	(BTW	uitgesluit):
																•	R100	(10	diere)
																•	R80	(11	–	50	diere)
																•	R70	(51	–	100	diere)
																•	R60	(>	100	diere)

															R5.50	per	km	(BTW	uitgesluit)	+	akkommodasie	(indien	dit	nie	verskaf	kan	word
nie)

Diere	wat	geskandeer	kan	word:	Bulle	&	Verse	tussen	die	ouderdom	van	300	–	800	dae.

Kontak	gerus	u	rasgenootskap,	indien	u	belangstel	om	van	die	LRF	se	skanderingsdienste
in	2022	gebruik	te	maak.	Besprekings	moet	skriftelik,	by	u	genootskap	gemaak	word,	voor	15
Februarie	2022.

CALENDAR	2021

HERDMASTER

HerdMASTER	tip:

Thank	you	for	your	loyal	support	in	2021.

Our	office	will	be	closed	for	the	festive	season	from	20	December	2021	to	3	January	2022.
For	urgent	assistance	please	send	an	email	to	herdmaster@lrf.co.za.	Emails	will	be	attended
to	as	and	when	available.
	

Visit	this	link	for	tipsheets:	http://herdmaster.abri.une.edu.au/support-tipsheets/tipsheets/all-
tipsheets/

SPECIAL	OFFER!
Don’t	miss	out	on	the	HerdMASTER	Christmas	special	offer.
Receive	one	year’s	free	support	when	purchasing	the	program	by	10	December	2021.

HerdMASTER	ambassador:

Meet	 HerdMASTER	 Ambassador	 Llewellyn	 Angus.	 See	 how	 he	 makes	 use	 of
HerdMASTER	as	 a	 herd	management	 software	 program	 to	 collect	 and	manage	his	 two	 stud
herds'	 data	 and	 how	 it	 enables	 him	 to	 be	 a	 5-star	 recorder	 for	 both	 these	 herds.	Watch	 the
video	below.

HerdMASTER	YouTube	channel:
	
Please	subscribe	to	our	HerdMASTER	YouTube	channel	to	watch	all	 the	latest	videos	and	all
HerdMASTER	training	videos.	Please	 let	us	know	if	 there	 is	a	specific	 topic	you	would	 like	a
video	on.
	
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAP8pg8yo0cEVmDngXXGVLw?view_as=subscriber

	

For	 any	 HerdMASTER	 enquiries	 please	 contact	 Jeanine	 Labuschagne	 on	 +27	 12	 667
5258	/	+27	81	844	4853	(Whatsapps	welcome)	/	herdmaster@lrf.co.za

Meet	HerdMASTER	ambassador	Llewellyn	Angus	-	Wisp-Will	Simmentaler	&
Simbra	/	Ontmoet	HerdMASTER	Ambassadeur	Llewellyn	Angus	-	Wisp-Will
Simmentaler	&	Simbra

HerdMASTER	wenk:

Dankie	vir	jou	lojale	ondersteuning	in	2021.

Ons	kantoor	sal	vir	die	feesseisoen	van	20	Desember	2021	tot	3	Januarie	2022	gesluit	wees.
Vir	 dringende	 hulp	 stuur	 gerus	 'n	 e-pos	 aan	 herdmaster@lrf.co.za.	 E-posse	 sal	 beantwoord
word	soos	en	wanneer	ons	beskikbaar	is.

Besoek	 hierdie	 skakel	 vir	 meer	 wenke:	 http://herdmaster.abri.une.edu.au/support-

tipsheets/tipsheets/all-tipsheets/

SPESIALE	AANBIEDING
Moet	nie	uitmis	op	die	HerdMASTER	Kersfees	spesiale	aanbieding	nie.
Koop	jou	program	voor	10	Desember	en	kry	1	jaar	se	lisensie	gratis!

Kontak	gerus	vir	Jeanine	by	die	LRF	kantoor.

HerdMASTER	ambassadeur:

Ontmoet	 HerdMASTER	 Ambassadeur	 Llewellyn	 Angus.	 Kyk	 hoe	 hy	 HerdMASTER	 as	 'n
kuddebestuursprogram	gebruik	om	sy	twee	stoetkuddes	se	data	 in	te	samel	en	te	bestuur	en
hoe	dit	hom	in	staat	stel	om	'n	5-ster	data-aantekening	toekenning	vir	beide	hierdie	kuddes	te
kry.	Kyk	gerus	na	die	video	hierbo.

HerdMASTER	YouTube-kanaal:

Maak	 seker	 om	 in	 te	 skakel	 by	 ons	 HerdMASTER	 YouTube	 kanaal	 om	 na	 al	 die	 nuutste
videos,	asook	alle	HerdMASTER	opleidingskursusse,	 te	kyk.	 	Laat	weet	gerus	 indien	daar	 'n
spesifieke	onderwerp	is	waaroor	jy	‘n	video	wil	sien.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAP8pg8yo0cEVmDngXXGVLw?view_as=subscriber

	
Vir	 enige	 HerdMASTER	 navrae	 kontak	 gerus	 vir	 Jeanine	 Labuschagne	 by	 +27	 12	 667
5258	/	+27	81	844	4853	/	herdmaster@lrf.co.za

SOCIETIES/COURSES

The	different	society	training	courses	will	resume	in	2022.

For	advertisements	in	the
LRF/BREEDPLAN	monthly
newsletter,	please	contact	Mrs
Izaan	du	Plooy	at	office@lrf.co.za
or	012	667	5258.

Vir	advertensies	in	die
LRF/BREEDPLAN	maandelikse
nuusbrief,	kontak	gerus	vir	Me.
Izaan	du	Plooy	by	office@lrf.co.za
of	012	667	5258.
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