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Using	Selection	indexes	as	selection	tool

The	breeding	decisions	that	a	beef	producer	makes	today	will	have	a	significant	impact	on	the
genetic	 progress	 and	 associated	 profitability	 of	 their	 herd	 into	 the	 future.	 Profitability	 of	 the
herd	will	be	influenced	by	the	number	of	calves	(fertility),	the	weight	of	the	calves	(growth)	and
the	quality	of	 the	calves	 (carcase),	 less	 the	cost	of	production.	All	of	 these	components	are
influenced	by	genetics.

Beef	 producers	 should	 use	 BREEDPLAN	 information	 (e.g.	 EBVs	 and	 Selection	 Indexes)	 in
conjunction	 with	 other	 information	 (e.g.	 visual	 assessment)	 when	 making	 animal	 selection
decisions.	The	attached	guide	describes	a	strategy	where	both	of	these	sources	of	information
can	 be	 combined	 to	 select	 the	 most	 suitable	 animals	 for	 your	 (or	 your	 clients)	 production
systems.

BREEDPLAN	BEST	PRACTICE	GUIDE	TO	ANIMAL	SELECTION

BREEDPLAN	 recommends	 using	 selection	 indexes	 (where	 available)	 as	 part	 of	 a	 selection
strategy	 which	 also	 includes	 other	 selection	 tools	 (e.g.	 EBVs	 and	 visual	 assessment).	 By
initially	ranking	animals	using	an	appropriate	selection	index,	beef	producers	ensure	balanced
selection	for	traits	important	to	their	production	system.

The	BREEDPLAN	best	practice	guide	to	animal	selection	is	to:
1.	Identify	the	selection	index	of	most	relevance	to	you.
2.	Rank	animals	using	the	chosen	selection	index.
3.	Consider	the	individual	BREEDPLAN	EBVs	of	importance.
4.	Consider	other	traits	of	importance.

Most	 of	 the	 steps	 outlined	 in	 this	 guide	 can	 be	 completed	 ahead	 of	 sale	 day.	 This	 allows
buyers	 to	 generate	 a	 shortlist	 of	 animals	 for	 purchase	 that	 have	 suitable	 genetics	 for	 their
production	 system.	 On	 sale	 day,	 buyers	 are	 then	 able	 to	 concentrate	 on	 doing	 final
assessments	(including	visual	appraisal)	of	their	shortlisted	animals	prior	to	auction.

For	 more	 information	 on	 the	 use	 and	 understanding	 of	 selection	 indexes,	 please	 see	 the
attached	 Breedplan	 tipsheet:	 A	 BREEDPLAN	 Guide	 to	 Animal	 Selection	 and	 also	 visit	 the
BREEDPLAN	 Help	 centre:	 https://breedplan.une.edu.au/help-centre/.	 The	 help	 centre	 also
contains	more	information	on	breed	specific	selection	indexes.

SBTS/TBTS	webinar	on	Understanding	Selection	Indexes

Gebruik	Seleksie-indekse	as	seleksie-instrument

Die	seleksie	besluite	wat	 'n	beesvleisprodusent	vandag	neem,	sal	 'n	beduidende	impak	hê	op
die	genetiese	vordering	en	gepaardgaande	winsgewendheid	van	sy	kudde	in	die	toekoms.	Die
winsgewendheid	van	‘n	kudde	word	beïnvloed	deur	die	aantal	kalwers	(vrugbaarheid),	die	gewig
van	die	kalwers	(groei)	en	die	gehalte	van	die	kalwers	(karkas),	minus	die	produksiekoste.	Al
hierdie	komponente	word	beïnvloed	deur	genetika.

Vleisprodusente	moet	BREEDPLAN-inligting	(bv.	BTW's	en	seleksie-indekse)	saam	met	ander
inligting	 (bv.	 Visuele	 assessering)	 gebruik	 wanneer	 hulle	 seleksie	 besluite	 neem.	 Die
aangehegte	gids	beskryf	 'n	strategie	waar	albei	hierdie	inligtingsbronne	gekombineer	kan	word
om	die	geskikste	diere	vir	u	(of	u	kliënte)	se	produksiestelsel	te	kies.

BREEDPLAN	SE	GIDS	TOT	DIE	SELEKSIE	VAN	DIERE

BREEDPLAN	 beveel	 aan	 om	 seleksie-indekse	 te	 gebruik	 (indien	 beskikbaar)	 as	 deel	 van	 'n
seleksiestrategie	 wat	 ook	 ander	 seleksie	 instrumente	 insluit	 (bv.	 BTW's	 en	 visuele
assessering).	 Deur	 aanvanklik	 die	 diere	 volgens	 'n	 toepaslike	 seleksie-indeks	 te	 rangskik,
verseker	 beesvleisprodusente	 die	 gebalanseerde	 seleksie	 vir	 eienskappe	wat	 belangrik	 is	 vir
hul	produksiestelsel.

BREEDPLAN	se	gids	vir	die	seleksie	van	diere	is	om	die	volgende	stappe	te	volg:
1.	Identifiseer	die	seleksie-indeks	van	meeste	belang	vir	u	produksiestelsel.
2.	Rangskik	diere	volgens	die	gekose	seleksie-indeks.
3.	Beskou	die	individuele	BREEDPLAN	BTW's	van	belang.
4.	Beskou	ander	eienskappe	van	belang.

Die	meeste	stappe	wat	in	hierdie	gids	uiteengesit	word,	kan	voor	die	veiling	of	koop	van	diere
voltooi	 word.	 Dit	 stel	 kopers	 in	 staat	 om	 'n	 kortlys	 te	 skep	 vir	 die	 aankoop	 van	 diere	 wat
geskikte	 genetika	 vir	 hul	 produksiestelsel	 het.	 Op	 die	 veilingsdag	 kan	 kopers	 hulle	 daarop
toespits	om	die	 finale	beoordeling	(insluitend	visuele	beoordeling)	van	hul	diere	op	die	kortlys
te	doen	voordat	hulle	opgeveil	word.

Vir	 meer	 inligting	 oor	 die	 gebruik	 en	 verstaan	 van	 seleksie-indekse,	 sien	 die	 aangehegte
Breedplan-wenke:	 A	 BREEDPLAN	 Guide	 to	 Animal	 Selection	 en	 besoek	 ook	 die
BREEDPLAN-hulpsentrum:	 https://breedplan.une.edu.au/help-centre/.	 Die	 hulpsentrum	 bevat
ook	meer	inligting	oor	rasspesifieke	seleksie	indekse.

LRF	RTU	Scanning	Services

We	held	a	RTU	scanning	course	in	May	and	identified	4	candidates	who	are	ready	to	start
scanning	in	pairs.

We	plan	on	compiling	a	route(s)	for	the	west	of	the	country	in	June.	This	is	now	an	ideal	time
of	year	to	scan	as	cattle	are	in	good	condition.	Other	routes	will	also	be	compiled	according	to
interest.

Costs:	R50	per	animal	(once	off	and	special	price	while	technicians	receive	practical	
													training)	-	minimum	30	animals	per	farm
													R5	per	km	+	accommodation	(if	it	cannot	be	provided)

Animals	that	can	be	scanned:	Bulls	&	Heifers	between	the	ages	of	300	-	800	days	(within
contemporary	groups).

Please	contact	the	LRF	office	at	(+27)	12	667	5258	or	(+27)	81	844	4853	if	you	are	interested
in	making	use	of	the	LRF's	scanning	services?

LRF	skanderingsdienste

Ons	het	in	Mei	‘n	RTU	skanderingskursus	aangebied	en	4	kandidate	geïdentifiseer	wat	gereed
is	om	in	pare	te	begin	skandeer.	

Ons	beplan	om	in	Junie	‘n	roete(s)	saam	te	stel	vir	die	weste	van	die	land.		Dit	is	nou	‘n	ideale
tyd	van	die	jaar	om	te	skandeer	aangesien	beeste	in	‘n	goeie	kondisie	is.	Ander	roetes	sal	ook
na	gelang	van	belangstelling	saamgestel	word.

Kostes:	R50	per	dier	(Eenmalig	en	spesiale	prys	terwyl	tegnici	praktiese	opleiding											
																ontvang)	–	minimum	30	diere	per	plaas
															R5	per	km	+	akkommodasie	(indien	dit	nie	verskaf	kan	word	nie)

Diere	wat	geskandeer	kan	word:	Bulle	&	Verse	tussen	die	ouderdom	van	300	–	800	dae.

Kontak	gerus	die	LRF	kantoor	by	(+27)	12	667	5258	of	(+27)	81	844	4853	indien	u	belangstel
om	van	die	LRF	se	skanderingsdienste	gebruik	wil	maak?

Landbouweekblad/BREEDPLAN	Stud	Breeder	of	the	Year	2021	/
Stoetteler	van	die	Jaar	2021

CALENDAR	2021

STOCKMAN	SCHOOL	2021

HERDMASTER

HerdMASTER	tip:

Using	Worksheets	and	Filters	in	HerdMASTER:

Group	 animals	 together	 by	 using	 either	 a	Worksheet	 or	 Filter,	 this	 simplifies	 the	 data	 entry
process	by	making	groups	smaller	and	more	manageable.	See	the	links	below	on	how	to	use
worksheets	and	filters.
	

HerdMASTER	ambassador:

View	HerdMASTER	Ambassador,	Johan	Styger’s,	video	on	our	YouTube	channel	 to	see	how
he	makes	use	of	HerdMASTER,	amongst	other	 things,	 to	maintain	a	5-star	Completeness	of
Performance	herd.	See	link	below.

HerdMASTER	YouTube	channel:
	
Please	subscribe	to	our	HerdMASTER	YouTube	channel	to	watch	all	the	latest	videos.	Please
let	us	know	if	there	is	a	specific	topic	you	would	like	a	video	on.
	
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAP8pg8yo0cEVmDngXXGVLw?view_as=subscriber

	

For	 any	 HerdMASTER	 enquiries	 please	 contact	 Jeanine	 Labuschagne	 on	 +27	 12	 667
5258	/	+27	81	844	4853	(Whatsapps	welcome)	/	herdmaster@lrf.co.za

HerdMASTER	ambassador	-	Mr	Johan	Styger	/	HerdMASTER	Ambassadeur	-	Mr	Johan
Styger

Worksheets	–	you	decide	which	animals	are	grouped	together	i.e;	Calves	born
2021/	Werkskaarte	 –	 jy	 kies	 watter	 diere	 saam	 groepeer	 word,	 bv;	 Kalwers
gebore	in	2021

Filters	–	the	system	selects	animals	to	group	together	according	to	criteria	you
provide	 i.e;	 sex,	 birth	 year	 and	 colour/	Filters	 –	 die	 sisteem	 kies	 self	 watter
diere	saam	groepeer	word	dmv	kriteria	wat	jy	verskaf	bv;	geslag,	geboortejaar
en	kleur.

HerdMASTER	wenk:

Gebruik	van	Werkskaarte	en	Filters:

Groepeer	 diere	 saam	 deur	 ‘n	Werkskaart	 of	 Filter	 te	 gebruik,	 dit	 vereenvoudig	 data	 opname
deur	 groepe	 kleiner	 en	 meer	 hanteerbaar	 te	 maak.	 Sien	 hierbo	 skakels	 na	 videos	 op	 on
YouTube-kanaal	oor	die	opstel	en	gebruik	van	Werkskaarte	en	Filters.

HerdMASTER	ambassadeur:

Kyk	gerus	na	HerdMASTER	Ambassadeur,	Johan	Styger,	video	op	ons	YouTube	kanaal	om
te	 sien	 hoe	 hy	 onder	 andere	 HerdMASTER	 gebruik	 om	 ‘n	 5-ster	 Volledigheid	 van	 Prestasie
kudde	te	handhaaf	(sien	skakel	hierbo).

HerdMASTER	YouTube-kanaal:

Maak	 seker	 om	 in	 te	 skakel	 by	 ons	 HerdMASTER	 YouTube	 kanaal	 om	 na	 al	 die	 nuutste
videos	te	kyk.	 	Laat	weet	gerus	 indien	daar	 'n	spesifieke	onderwerp	 is	waaroor	 jy	 ‘n	video	wil
sien.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAP8pg8yo0cEVmDngXXGVLw?view_as=subscriber

	
Vir	 enige	 HerdMASTER	 navrae	 kontak	 gerus	 vir	 Jeanine	 Labuschagne	 by	 +27	 12	 667
5258	/	+27	81	844	4853	/	herdmaster@lrf.co.za

SOCIETIES/COURSES

Dates	for	Wagyu	and	Brahman	module	courses	2021

For	advertisements	in	the
LRF/BREEDPLAN	monthly
newsletter,	please	contact	Mrs
Izaan	du	Plooy	at	office@lrf.co.za
or	012	667	5258.

Vir	advertensies	in	die
LRF/BREEDPLAN	maandelikse
nuusbrief,	kontak	gerus	vir	Me.
Izaan	du	Plooy	by	office@lrf.co.za
of	012	667	5258.
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